OUR LADY Rev. Chris Axline, Pastor

F THE DESERT
- = Rev. Sylvester Modebei, Parochial Vicar

Confession on Saturday:
By appointment English/Spanish

Saturday Rosary: At the Church (privately) 3:20pm
Saturday Mass (Vigil): English -4:00pm

Sunday Rosary: With Litanies of the Blessed

Virgin Mary—9:40am

Sunday Mass: Spanish - 11:30am

Liturgy of the Weekdays
Every day at Noon: The Angelus

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:

Adoration 7:30am & Mass 8:00am

Thursday: Mass 6:00pm for Vocations: Single

. consecrated Life, Matrimony, Priesthood

(POSte de milla numero 4) Friday: 6:00pm Rosary of Queen of Peace with Adoration
RO. Box 337, Dolan Springs AZ 86441 Saturday: Adoration at 7:30am & at 8am. The Mass in
Teléfono: (928) 767-3397 honor of the Virgin Mary

15385 Pierce Ferry Road

Padre: Rev. Chris Axline, SUNDAY, November 2379, 2025
Pastor

Padre: Rev. Sylvester Modebei,
Vicario Parroquial

Confesion el Sabado:
Con cita previa (Espafiol y Inglés)

Rosario el Sabado: En la iglesia
(privadamente) 3:20pm

Misa el Sdbado: (Vigilia) / Inglés 4:00pm
Rosario el Domingo: Con las Letanias de la
Santisima Virgen Maria— 9:40am

Misa el Domingo: Espanol - 11:30am

Liturgia en los Dias de la Semana
Cada Dia a las Doce: Angelus

Lunes, Martes, Miércoles, Viernes: 7 7 ) v
Adoracion 7:30am y Misa 8:00am /“

Jueves: Misa 6:00pm Para Vocaciones: : OUR LORD JESUS CR

Soltero Vida Consagrada, Matrimonio,

Sacerdocio KlNG OF THE UN'VERSE 9
Viernes: A Las 6:00pm, Rosario Reina de la Paz [ The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, “He saved
con Adoracion = others, let him save himself if he is the chosen

Sdbado: Adoracion a las 7:30amy a las 8am. & e, the Christ of God.” - Lk 23:35
Misa en honor a la Virgen Maria :

1998, 1970 CCD.




Reflection for OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE: Year C
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE - NOVEMBER 23, 2025

Tracy Earl Welliver

Readings: -2 Samuel 5:1-3 . Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5 . Colossians 1:12-20
- Luke 23:35-43 https:/bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112325.cfm

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
How Would You Rule Your Kingdom?

It would be kind of awesome to be a king or queen! Absolute rule, untold
wealth, and people answering your every beck and call are things that wouldn’t
be half bad. Of course, | would be a benevolent monarch, and | would hope that
all my subjects would love me. They could cheer me as | came out of the palace,
and | think my popularity ratings in the polls would be through the roof. But if
they weren't, that would be fine, too, because | would rule the kingdom. And that
means no throwing me out of office. Talk about job security!

As great as that sounds, the King of kings could have had all that as
well, but instead, he chose quite a different path. He gave up absolute rule so all
his subjects could have the free will to choose to follow him. He gave up untold
wealth so he could be treated like a common criminal and receive a death
sentence. He gave up having servants at his disposal so he could be the servant of all his subjects himself. Yes, he
was the King of kings, but he was nothing like a typical king. As much as | think it would be great to be a king myself, |
would rather emulate this King instead.

Who would you rather be like? You could have it all or choose to give away everything. You could choose a
path of luxury or a path of trial. You could be respected by many or find yourself in a culture that increasingly finds you
objectionable. Who would you rather be like? Do you arrive at an answer quickly, or do you need some time to think
about it? The King of kings awaits your reply. — Tracy Earl Welliver ©LPi

LA ORRESPONSABILIDAD DIARIA - RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS

¢,Coémo Gobernarias tu Reino?

iSeria increible ser un rey o una reina! Poder absoluto, riqueza indecible y personas que respondan a cada
una de tus llamadas son cosas que no serian tan malas. Por supuesto, yo seria un monarca benevolente,
y esperaria que todos mis subditos me amaran. Me aclamarian cuando saliera del palacio, y creo que mi
indice de popularidad en las urnas saldria por los techos. Pero si no fuera asi, también estaria bien, porque
yo gobernaria el reino. Y eso significa que no me echarian del poder. iNi que hablar sobre seguridad laboral!

Aunque suene muy bien, el Rey de reyes también podria haber tenido todo eso, pero en cambio, eligié un
camino muy diferente. Renuncio al poder absoluto para que todos sus subditos pudieran tener el libre
albedrio para elegir seguirlo. Renuncio a la riqueza incalculable para ser tratado como un delincuente
comun y recibir una sentencia de muerte. Renuncio a tener sirvientes a su disposicion para poder ser él
mismo el sirviente de todos sus subditos. Si, él era el Rey de reyes, pero no se parecia en nada a un rey
tipico. Por mucho que piense que seria genial ser un rey, preferiria emular a este Rey.

¢, Como quieén preferirias ser? Podrias tenerlo todo o elegir dar todo. Podrias elegir un camino de lujo o un
camino de prueba. Podrias ser respetado por muchos o encontrarte en una cultura que te encuentra cada
vez mds objetable. ; Como quien preferirias ser? ¢ Llegas a una respuesta radpidamente, o necesitas algo de
tiempo para pensarlo? El Rey de los reyes espera tu respuesta.

— Tracy Earl Welliver ©LPi



Our Lady of the Desert

Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of

November 23, 2025

Sunday:
2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5 (see 1)/
Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43

Monday:
Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/
Lk 21:1-4

Tuesday:
Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61/
Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday:
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63,
64, 65, 66, 67/Lk 21:12-19

Thursday:
Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73,
74/Lk 21:20-28

Friday:
Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/
Lk 21:29-33

Saturday:
Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/
Lk 21:34-36

Next Sunday:
Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025 |

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Not long ago, | was called to a hospital to anoint a woman in her
early 80s. She was dying, and visibly in pain. But what struck me
most wasn’t her suffering — it was the atmosphere in the room.

She had eight children and 30 foster kids, and many of them were
gathered around her. You'd expect sorrow, fear, maybe even despair.
But the room was filled with something else entirely — a quiet
strength, a kind of sweetness. It was as if she was suffering not just
with them, but for them. And they, in love, were suffering for her.
The pain was real. But so was the peace. | didn’t want to run. | felt as
if | was in a little paradise, beeping machines and all.

| think of that moment when | hear today’s Gospel. Jesus, hanging
on the cross, doesn’t look like a king. But one of the crucified,

dying men beside him sees through the suffering and says, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42).
That word — remember — literally means to make someone a
member again. He’s asking to be joined to Christ, to become part of
his Body. And Jesus says, “Today you will be with me in paradise.”

He doesn’t say, “I'll take your suffering away.” He says, “You will be
with me.”

That’s the strange power of Christ the King. He doesn’t rule by
avoiding suffering. He reigns by entering into it, and transforming it
with love.

What are you suffering right now in your life? Likely you want it to
stop. But if we are willing to suffer with him — paradise begins even
today.

— Father John Muir

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE ©LPi



Weekly Prayer Our Lady of the Desert

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
“And the LORD said to you,
“You shall shepherd my people Israel
and shall be commander of Israel.”” (2 Sm 5:2)

Psalm:
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. (Ps 122)

Second Reading:

For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell,
and through him to reconcile all things for him,
making peace by the blood of his cross
through him, whether those on earth or those

in heaven. (Col 1:19-20)

Gospel:
He replied to him,
“Amen, | say to you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.” (Lk 23:43)

Devotions, Explained!

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©20071, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, .
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. The Jesse Tree IS an Advent

practice which recounts the
history of salvation by tracing the
lineage of Christ — the foretold
“shoot from the stump of Jesse”
who will bring peace and unity to
the people of God (Isaiah 11:1).

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Our king wears a crown of thorns, not a

crown of gold. His glory is not in riches but in

suffering. His law is written in his own blood,

shed for the love of us. Do we understand the Jesus is King

gift that it is, to be subject to such a king?

Dear Jesus,

| see the kingdom you love,
the one full of the broken and

Observances for the week of forgotten.

| see the crown you wear —
November 23! 2025 thorns out of love for me.
| pick you as my King.

Mold my heart to be a worthy
Monday: St. Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, and member of your kingdom.

Companions, Martyrs Amen

Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Tuesday: St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr
Thursday: Thanksgiving Day
Next Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent

©LPi SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025 OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE



©LPi SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025

Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: It’s taken me a few hundred read-throughs of this
Gospel passage to finally understand a painful truth: | am Gestas,
“the bad thief.” | am as close to Jesus as he was, and | ask for all
the wrong things.

The King Who Hangs Beside Us
We love to hate the bad thief.

Ancient Christian tradition has called him by the name “Gestas.” In
contrast to Dismas, “the good thief” who recognized and repented
of his own sins, Gestas goes down bitter and swinging. With his
last breaths he taunts Jesus, poking fun at the absurdity of a deity
who allows himself to be crucified by mortals. “Are you not the
Christ?” he sneers.

But his final words betray an undercurrent of desperation. Of
terror. In the end, Gestas just wants Jesus to save him.

It’s taken me a few hundred read-throughs of this Gospel passage
to finally understand a painful truth: | am Gestas. | hang from my
own cross — we all do, in this life. But I’'m lucky enough that my
cross is right beside Jesus, because the sacraments bring him as
close to me as he was to Gestas — closer, even. How unfathomable
is the mercy of God.

And yet, | am not grateful. | don’t rejoice at my proximity to my
Lord, to the flesh and blood that have bought my salvation. | don’t
do what | should do, and what Dismas does. | don’t say, “Wherever
you are King, please, let me be your subject. Wherever you are
going, please, take me with you.”

“Are you not the Christ?” | say instead. And what | mean is exactly
what Gestas meant: “Get me down. Take this cross away. | don’t
want it. | can’t take it.”

What a tragedy it would be, if all Christ had to offer us was an
easier life.

None of this looks like anyone thought it would. The long-foretold
Messiah, whose majesty and might would eradicate violence and
establish peace. The guy who was going to make everything okay
again. The King of the Jews. And here he hangs: bleeding and
dying and doing what looks like nothing. Staring at Gestas. Staring
at me. Staring at you.

What will you say to him?

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Our Lady of the Desert

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
What is Eucharistic Adoration?
Answer:

The practice of Eucharistic Adoration is

a centuries old ritual and falls within a
broader category of devotions and rituals
that are associated with the Sacrament
of the Eucharist. In a particular way,
Eucharistic Adoration is an extension of
the worship and adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament that occurs in every Mass.

In a long-standing practice, a period of
Eucharistic Adoration often ends with

“benediction,” the blessing of the faith
with the Blessed Sacrament.

Several parishes throughout the United
States have introduced the practice of
perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, while
other communities have the custom of
shorter periods of Eucharistic Adoration.
Care should always be taken that

these periods of adoration respect the
instructions outlined in Holy Communion
and Worship of the Eucharist Outside of
Mass, the liturgical book that gives the
instructions for the proper celebration of
Eucharistic Adoration.

Although adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament can never take the place of
Eucharistic Communion, many Catholics
find great comfort and consolation in their
prayers before the Eucharist enshrined in
the tabernacle or when it is exposed in
the monstrance (both are equally valid,
as the Christ is not more present in one
than in the other). But when we consider
our eucharistic devotions, it is always
important to remember the fundamental
connection these acts of devotion

have the celebration of the Eucharist

in the Mass and reception of Christ in
Communion.

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration

In preparation for the festivities of our Lady of
Guadalupe of Dec 12th, the Hispanic community
is doing different activities of fundraisers after
each Mass to bring a Mariachi band on that day.

Monetary donations are accepted if you do not
wish to purchase any raffle tickets for the items
displayed in the back of the church.

All parishioners are invited to come on Dec 12th
to the Rosary and bilingual mass.
Please see the bulletin for more information.

We appreciate your support and generosity."
N




Religious Formation and Sacraments

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION INSCRIPCIGN PARA LA FORMACIGN EN LA FE CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS

I7A@LTE
Thursdays: 5:30-7:00pm

Registration for the 2025-2026 Religious
Education session has ended.

Early Childhood (ages 4-6):
No sacramental preparation

Classes are held on Thursdays from 5:30-
7:00pm at the St. Mary’s Parish Center.

Elementary Catechism, Year1 (ages 7+):

1st Reconciliation (if baptized)

No payments will be accepted
at class times. Payments can be
made at the Parish Office during
business hours, or online at this
QR code —>

*Unbaptized children complete two years of
catechism, with Baptism being received in the
second year, along with Confirmation and 1st Holy
Communion

Elementary Catechism, Year 2 (ages 8-12):

We look forward to a great year

) " 1st Holy Communion, Confirmation,
with our St. Mary’s families!

Baptism (if unbaptized)

Catecismo en Espaiol, afio1 (7+ afos):

1a Reconciliacion (si estd bautizado)

*[ os nifios no bautizados completan dos afos de
catecismo, recibiendo el bautismo en el segundo
afo, junto con la Confirmacidn y la Primera
Comunion.

Catecismo en Espaiol, afio 2 (8-12 arfios):
OCIA Class 1a Santa Comunidn, Confirmacion, Bautismo
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (si no estd bautizado)

meets weekly on Wednesdays at 7pm
in Rooms 5, 6, 7 at St. Mary’s Parish Hall

@ Baptism Information @

(children ages 6 and younger)

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BAPTISM OF YOUR CHILD

N , s=— To have your child baptized in our parish, a parent of
the chlld to be baptized must come to the Parish Office to obtain an outline
describing the required forms.

After submitting these required forms to the office, the parents and godparents
will be scheduled to attend a pre-baptism class. Only after all requirements have
been met can the baptism of your child be scheduled.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please call the Parish Office: (928) 377-3435.
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