
OUR LADY
OF THE DESERT

15385 Pierce Ferry Road 
(Poste de milla número 4)
P.O. Box 337, Dolan Springs AZ 86441
Teléfono: (928) 767-3397

Padre: Rev. Chris Axline, 
Pastor   

Padre: Rev. Sylvester Modebei,  
Vicario Parroquial

Confesión el Sábado:
Con cita previa (Español y Inglés)

Rosario el Sábado: En la iglesia
(privadamente) 3:20pm 

Misa el Sábado: (Vigilia) / Inglés 4:00pm  
Rosario el Domingo: Con las Letanías de la   
Santisima  Virgen Maria— 9:40am
Misa el Domingo:  Espańol  - 11:30am

Liturgia en los Dias de la Semana
Cada Día a las Doce: Angelus    

Lunes, Martes, Miércoles, Viernes: 
Adoración 7:30am y Misa 8:00am  

Jueves: Misa 6:00pm Para Vocaciones: 
Soltero Vida Consagrada, Matrimonio, 
Sacerdocio

Viernes:  A Las 6:00pm, Rosario Reina de la Paz 
con Adoracion       

Sábado: Adoración a las 7:30am y a las 8am. 
Misa en honor a la Virgen María

Rev. Chris Axline, Pastor                        

Rev. Sylvester Modebei, Parochial Vicar                    

Confession on Saturday:                                               
By appointment English/Spanish  

Saturday Rosary: At the Church (privately) 3:20pm

Saturday Mass (Vigil): English -4:00pm

Sunday Rosary: With Litanies of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary—9:40am 

Sunday Mass: Spanish - 11:30am   

Liturgy of the Weekdays
Every day at Noon: The Angelus

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 
Adoration 7:30am & Mass 8:00am

Thursday: Mass 6:00pm for Vocations: Single       
consecrated Life, Matrimony, Priesthood

Friday:  6:00pm Rosary of Queen of Peace with Adoration

Saturday: Adoration at 7:30am & at 8am. The Mass in  
honor of the Virgin Mary

SUNDAY, November 16th, 2025



LA ORRESPONSABILIDAD DIARIA - RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS 
Estamos Llamados a ser Santos

Los católicos a menudo se sienten atraídos por los santos debido a su profesión, pasatiempos o 
antecedentes étnicos. El santo patrón de cada uno sirve como un ejemplo de cómo vivir una vida de 
santidad y servicio a Dios. Sostenemos a los santos de la Iglesia en alta estima. Sin embargo, a veces 
podemos cometer el error de verlos como el tema de historias impresas y no como personas reales. 
Podemos asumir que su nivel de devoción y santidad es inalcanzable. De hecho, todos estamos llamados a 
ser santos.

Nuestro mundo necesita más santos vivos que vivan su corresponsabilidad de una manera radical. Las 
historias son valiosas, pero cuando otros ven a los discípulos de Jesucristo respondiendo a su llamado 
en persona, considera el impacto. Hay una razón por la cual el testimonio laico es tan importante para 
cultivar una cultura de corresponsabilidad en una comunidad parroquial. Las personas que podemos ver y 
escuchar están vivas frente a nosotros. Algunos dirán que ser verdaderamente humildes significa actuar de 
forma anónima, pero no estamos hablando aquí de acciones que gritan, “¡Mírame!” Estamos hablando de 
actuar de una manera que las personas no nos vean a ti y a mí, sino a Jesús.

Debemos ser modelos y ejemplos el uno del otro. Debemos edificarnos unos a otros y hacer fuerte al 
Cuerpo de Cristo. No te quedes deseando tener la fuerza para ser un santo. Ya se te han dado los dones 
necesarios para ser el santo al que estás llamado a ser. Tal vez la gente lea sobre ti más tarde, pero ¡la 

Iglesia te necesita ahora!	 — Tracy Earl Welliver	 ©LPi

 Reflection for THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  Year C

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - NOVEMBER 16, 2025
Tracy Earl Welliver

Readings:   • Malachi 3:19-20a   • Psalm 98:5-6, 7-8, 9   • 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12

• Luke 21:5-19          https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/111625.cfm

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
We Are Called to Be Saints

Catholics often are drawn to saints due to their profession, hobbies, or 
ethnic background. One’s patron saint serves as an example of how to live 
a life of holiness and service to God. We hold up the saints of the Church 
in high regard. However, we can sometimes make the mistake of seeing 
them as the subject of stories in print and not real living people. We can 
assume that their level of devotion and holiness is unattainable. In fact, 
we are all called to be saints.

Our world needs more living saints living out their stewardship in a 
radical manner. Stories are valuable, but when others get to see disciples 
of Jesus Christ answering their call in person, consider the impact. There 
is a reason why lay witnessing is so important in cultivating a stewardship 
culture in a parish community. The people we can see and hear are alive right in front of us. Some will say 
that to truly be humble means to act anonymously, but we are not speaking here of actions that call out, 
“Look at me!” We are talking about acting in a way that people see not you and me, but Jesus instead.

We are to be models and examples to one another. We are to build up one another and make the Body of 
Christ strong. Don’t sit back wishing you had the strength to be a saint. You have already been given the 
gifts needed to be the saint you are called to be. Maybe people will read about you later, but the Church 
needs you now!	 — Tracy Earl Welliver	 ©LPi



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025  |  33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

When I was a kid growing up in New England, I’d 
occasionally go on a whale watch. Once we went out with 
calm waters and clear skies. But on the way back in, the 
sea got rough. I was just a kid, and I remember thinking we 
should turn left or right toward the shoreline I could see. 
But the pilot of the boat kept going straight — right into 
the waves — focused on a small, discouragingly distant 
lighthouse. Even when it flickered in and out of sight, he 
stayed the course. He knew where he was going.

That image comes to mind when I hear Jesus’ words in 
today’s Gospel regarding false messiahs: “Do not follow 
them” (Luke 21:8). In times of chaos or uncertainty, there 
are always voices offering easier routes, promising false 
safety, claiming to speak for God. But Jesus isn’t found in 
the loudest voice or the nearest shoreline. He is steady, like 
a lighthouse in the storm.

The tribulation of which Jesus speaks — it’s real. It 
happened to the Temple, it happened to him, it happens 
in the Church, and it will come to each of us. But the 
command is not to panic. It’s to endure. To keep steering 
toward him. Faith isn’t about having all the answers 
or dodging every wave. It’s about knowing where the 
lighthouse is — and trusting it enough to keep going, 
especially when false safety beckons us to stop.

— Father John Muir

©LPi

Worship & Meditation

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the week of 
November 16, 2025
Sunday: 
Mal 3:19-20a/Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9 (see 9)/  
2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19 

Monday: 
1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Ps 
119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158/Lk 18:35-43

Tuesday: 
2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 19:1-10

Wednesday: 
2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 
15/Lk 19:11-28

Thursday: 
1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/ 
Lk 19:41-44

Friday: 
1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chr 29:10bcd, 
11abc, 11d-12a, 12bcd/Lk 19:45-48

Saturday: 
1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19/
Lk 20:27-40

Next Sunday: 
2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5 (see 1)/ 
Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-43

Gospel Meditation  
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2025  |  23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

One hot Arizona summer afternoon my car ran out of 
gas. I phoned the parish office and begged for help. 
My secretary came and helped me fill the gas tank. She 
chided me, “If you can’t manage getting your car from 
A to B, how can we expect you to guide the parish 
where it needs to go?” Point taken, Julie. I vowed to 
always make sure I have plenty of gas in my car.

The Lord Jesus chides us in this week’s Gospel, too. 
He uses the two images of a man building a tower 
and a king marching soldiers into war to make this 
single point: acquire what is needed to follow him or 
look ridiculous. We rightly mock the builder who lacks 
money for his tower and the king with a short-handed 
army. But our mocking boomerangs back on us. How do 
we expect to follow Jesus to the end with insufficient 
detachment from our possessions and divided hearts?

The good news is, there is still time. Jesus is building a 
great tower to heaven–his own body. So we renounce 
all and give ourselves to him as his precious stones. 
Jesus is waging a battle against our enemy. So we 
forsake all and swear allegiance and march under his 
banner. In this way, we will finish what has begun in our 
discipleship. Or better put, our Lord will have the stones 
and soldiers required to see his great work through. 

— Father John Muir

©LPi

Worship & Meditation

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the week of 
September 7, 2025
Sunday: 
Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 
(1)/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

Monday: 
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23

Tuesday: 
Col 2:6-15/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:12-19

Wednesday: 
Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab/ 
Lk 6:20-26

Thursday: 
Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/  
Lk 6:27-38

Friday: 
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11/
Lk 6:39-42

Saturday: 
1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/
Lk 6:43-49

Next Sunday: 
Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 
38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17

Gospel Meditation  
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Our Lady of the Desert



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025  |  33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME©LPi

Sunday:  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday:  St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious 

Tuesday:  The Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts. Peter  
  and Paul, Apostles; St. Rose Philippine   
  Duchesne, Virgin

Friday:  The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Saturday:  St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 

Next Sunday:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Weekly Prayer

Live The Liturgy  
Inspiration of the Week

Jesus’ words today are filled with fire 
and brimstone, vivid with images of pain, 
suffering, confusion — and, ultimately, 
peace. Do we believe what he promises? 
Do we have the endurance to stay with 
him until the end?

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading: 
But for you who fear my name, there will arise
   the sun of justice with its healing rays. (Mal 3:20)

Psalm: 
The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. (Ps 98)

Second Reading: 
Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you,
    so that you might imitate us. (2 Thes 3:9)

Gospel: 
“You will be hated by all because of my name,
    but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.
By your perseverance you will secure your lives.” (Lk 21:17-19)
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Devotions, Explained!
An Advent Wreath consists of 
a circle of evergreen and four 
candles, one for each week of 
Advent. Three of the candles are 
purple; one is rose, representing 
Gaudete Sunday, a time of 
rejoicing at the closeness of 
Christmas.

Prayer in Season  
of Trust
O Lord, 
Be with me now, I feel so alone. 
Bring Your blessings to me, like 
the light of a candle in darkness. 
Wrap me in Your mercy, 
give me strength to face every 
hardship. 
Amen. 

Observances for the week of 
November 16, 2025

Our Lady of the Desert



Why do we do that?  
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
Why do Catholics call priests Father? 

Answer:
One of the common objections evangelical 
Christians have to Catholics is our practice 
of calling priests by the title Father. They will 
often cite a passage in Matthew’s Gospel 
in which Jesus tells his followers: “Call no 
one on earth your father; you have but one 
Father in heaven” (23:19). It seems pretty 
straightforward, but when we put this verse 
in context, we see that Jesus is speaking out 
against religious leaders who had forgotten 
what their proper role was and who were bad 
examples through their own hypocrisy and 
elitist attitudes. 

In other Gospels, we find Jesus himself using 
the title father for different characters, such 
as in the Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man 
(Luke 16:19-31]) and the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son (Luke 15:11-32). If we put the verse from 
Matthew into the full scope of Jesus’ teachings, 
he isn’t saying that we can’t use words like 
“father,” “rabbi,” or “master.” Rather, he is 
telling us that we should be mindful of the 
full meaning of those titles and not to misuse 
them. 

To call a priest “Father” is more than a sign of 
respect for the office of the priesthood. It goes 
all the way back to the way St. Paul understood 
his own work as a missionary and evangelizer. 
Paul wrote, “I am writing you in this way not to 
shame you but to admonish you as my beloved 
children … It was I who begot you in Christ 
Jesus through my preaching of the Gospel. I 
beg you, then, be imitators of me. This is why I 
have sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful 
son in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:14-17). 

Yes, we have God alone as our heavenly 
Father, but there are also those here with us 
who nurture and nourish our faith through 
their teaching and care. This is why the title of 
Father has been applied to the church’s pastors 
in different ways since the earliest days of the 
Church, including monks and nuns using the 
title “abbot” and “abbess” (from abba) for their 
spiritual leaders and Christians around the 
world recognizing the “Holy Father” or “pope” 
(from papa) as the head of the family that is 
the Church. The title Father is a reminder that 
priests have a special responsibility to care 
for, protect, feed, listen to, and nourish those 
who have been entrusted to them, all after the 
example of our Father in heaven who never 
ceases to give us what we truly need. 

Liturgical Life

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025  |  33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME©LPi

Mini Reflection: Love and hate. Hope and fear. Death and life. 
What lasts forever, and what is even now passing away before our 
eyes. To be human is to know that these feelings, these realities, 
can and often do occur at the same time. To be Christian is to 
know that it means something.

Two Things Can Be True At Once
As my husband and I drove our firstborn child home from the 
hospital, I sat alongside my daughter in the backseat. Terrified, 
exhausted, exhilarated, confused, hopeful — I was all of these 
things at the same time. I gazed at her, this magnificent little 
creature whose face was both familiar and strange to me, thinking: 
She is exquisite. She is the future. She is life.

And then I burst into uncontrollable sobs.

“What’s wrong?” my husband cried, panicked, glancing in the 
rearview mirror. 

“She’s — going — to — die — someday,” I blubbered, choking on 
my own tears. 

“Ohhh, honey.” I’ll never forget the tone of his voice as he clearly 
debated turning this car around and taking me back to the 
hospital for an emergency psych evaluation. “I think you might be 
tired.”

Ten years later, it’s a memory we laugh about. I hadn’t slept more 
than four hours in four days. Postpartum hormones had lain waste 
to my senses. Here, on the threshold of new life, all I could think of 
was death. It’s funny. It’s absurd. 

But it also makes a lot of sense. 

Love and hate. Hope and fear. Joy and sorrow. Death and life. 
What lasts forever, and what is even now passing away before our 
eyes. To be human is to know that these feelings, these realities, 
can and often do occur at the same time. To be Christian is to 
know that it means something — even if we cannot understand 
what. Not yet.

In every moment of his earthly life, Christ shows us that two 
things can be true at once. A virgin is a mother. An exile is a king. 
The temple will be destroyed, and it will last forever. The world is 
ending. The world is beginning. The cross is death. The cross is life. 

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Our Lady of the Desert



Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration

In preparation for the festivities of our Lady of 

Guadalupe of Dec 12th, the Hispanic community 

is doing different activities of fundraisers after 

each Mass to bring a Mariachi band on that day.  

Monetary donations are accepted if you do not 

wish to purchase any raffle tickets for the items 

displayed in the back of the church.   

All parishioners are invited to come on Dec 12th 

to the Rosary and bilingual mass. 

Please see the bulletin for more information.  

We appreciate your support and generosity."



Registration for the 2025-2026 Religious 
Education session has ended.

Classes are held on Thursdays from 5:30-

7:00pm at the St. Mary’s Parish Center. 

No payments will be accepted 
at class times. Payments can be 
made at the Parish Office during 

business hours, or online at this 
QR code --->

We look forward to a great year 
with our St. Mary’s families!

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Thursdays: 5:30-7:00pm 

Early Childhood  (ages 4-6):  

No sacramental preparation

Elementary Catechism, Year 1  (ages 7+): 

1st Reconciliation (if baptized)

*Unbaptized children complete two years of 
catechism, with Baptism being received in the 
second year, along with Confirmation and 1st Holy 
Communion

 Elementary Catechism, Year 2  (ages 8-12): 

1st Holy Communion, Confirmation, 
Baptism (if unbaptized)

 Catecismo en Español, año 1  (7+ años):

1ª Reconciliación (si está bautizado)

*Los niños no bautizados completan dos años de 
catecismo, recibiendo el bautismo en el segundo 
año, junto con la Confirmación y la Primera 
Comunión.

Catecismo en Español, año 2  (8-12 años):

1ª Santa Comunión, Confirmación, Bautismo 
(si no está bautizado)

Religious Formation and Sacraments

Baptism Information
(children ages 6 and younger)

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BAPTISM OF YOUR CHILD

To have your child baptized in our parish, a parent of 
the child to be baptized must come to the Parish Office to obtain an outline 

describing the required forms.  
After submitting these required forms to the office, the parents and godparents 

will be scheduled to attend a pre-baptism class. Only after all requirements have 
been met can the baptism of your child be scheduled. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please call the Parish Office: (928) 377-3435.

OCIA Class
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults will 

meet weekly on Wednesdays, 
beginning October 15th, at 7pm

 in Rooms 5, 6, 7 at St. Mary’s Parish Hall




