
OUR LADY
OF THE DESERT

15385 Pierce Ferry Road 
(Poste de milla número 4)
P.O. Box 337, Dolan Springs AZ 86441
Teléfono: (928) 767-3397

Padre: Rev. Chris Axline, 
Pastor   

Padre: Rev. Sylvester Modebei,  
Vicario Parroquial

Confesión el Sábado:
Con cita previa (Español y Inglés)

Rosario el Sábado: En la iglesia
(privadamente) 3:20pm 

Misa el Sábado: (Vigilia) / Inglés 4:00pm  
Rosario el Domingo: Con las Letanías de la   
Santisima  Virgen Maria— 9:40am
Misa el Domingo:  Espańol  - 11:30am

Liturgia en los Dias de la Semana
Cada Día a las Doce: Angelus    

Lunes, Martes, Miércoles, Viernes: 
Adoración 7:30am y Misa 8:00am  

Jueves: Misa 6:00pm Para Vocaciones: 
Soltero Vida Consagrada, Matrimonio, 
Sacerdocio

Viernes:  A Las 6:00pm, Rosario Reina de la Paz 
con Adoracion       

Sábado: Adoración a las 7:30am y a las 8am. 
Misa en honor a la Virgen María

Rev. Chris Axline, Pastor                        

Rev. Sylvester Modebei, Parochial Vicar                    

Confession on Saturday:                                               
By appointment English/Spanish  

Saturday Rosary: At the Church (privately) 3:20pm

Saturday Mass (Vigil): English -4:00pm

Sunday Rosary: With Litanies of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary—9:40am 

Sunday Mass: Spanish - 11:30am   

Liturgy of the Weekdays
Every day at Noon: The Angelus

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 
Adoration 7:30am & Mass 8:00am

Thursday: Mass 6:00pm for Vocations: Single       
consecrated Life, Matrimony, Priesthood

Friday:  6:00pm Rosary of Queen of Peace with Adoration

Saturday: Adoration at 7:30am & at 8am. The Mass in  
honor of the Virgin Mary

SUNDAY, November 9th, 2025



MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO – ALENTAR UN 
ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA 
(GOSPEL MEDITATIONS)
9 de noviembre de 2025

Dedicación de la Basílica de Letrán 

Juan 2:13-22

El Espíritu de Dios vive en nosotros. La dignidad humana radica en 
esto: en que somos templo vivo del Espíritu Santo. Este es el gran 
regalo de Dios a nosotros, otorgado por la gracia. El apóstol san Pablo 
nos ofrece una poderosa reflexión al respecto: “¿No saben que son 
templo de Dios y que el Espíritu de Dios habita en ustedes? Si alguno 
destruye el templo de Dios, Dios lo destruirá a él. El templo de Dios es 
sagrado, y ese templo son ustedes” (1 Corintios 3:16–17). Saber esto 
conlleva una gran responsabilidad para cada uno de nosotros. ¿Cómo cuido el templo de Dios que es mi 
cuerpo? ¿Qué tipo de cimientos sostienen su construcción diaria? Recuerda que su principal función es 
demostrar que allí habita el Dios vivo.

El pasaje del Evangelio nos presenta otra imagen de la hermosura y santidad del templo: “Jesús purifica el 
templo, y lo hace con el látigo en la mano. Se pone a expulsar las actitudes paganas, en este caso, de los 
mercaderes que vendían y habían transformado el templo en pequeños negocios. Jesús purifica el templo 
reprendiendo: ‘Está escrito: mi casa será casa de oración, no de otra cosa’. El templo es un lugar sagrado. 
Y nosotros debemos entrar allí, en la sacralidad que nos lleva a la adoración. No hay otra cosa. Hay dos 
templos: el templo material, lugar de adoración, y el templo espiritual dentro de mí, donde mora el Espíritu 

Santo” (Papa Francisco).	     —  Father John Muir      ©LPi

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Did you know there are churches in Rome older than St. Peter's? St. John Lateran is one of four major 
basilicas in the Eternal City, and it is by far the oldest. The land was donated by an ancient Roman family to the Emperor 
Constantine, who in turn gave it to the Church. For hundreds of years, St. John Lateran was the "mother church." 
Popes lived on the grounds through the 14th century. The church itself suffered from pillaging by invaders, fires, and 
earthquakes. It has been restored and rebuilt five times since the 300s. On this feast, we remember more than a 
building. We celebrate the resiliency of our faith. Though trials may come in our parishes, personal lives, and the world, 
the Church endures through the grace of Jesus Christ.

Dedicación de la Basílica de Letrán

¿Sabías que en Roma hay iglesias más antiguas que la Basílica de San Pedro? San Juan de Letrán es una 
de las cuatro basílicas mayores de la Ciudad Eterna, y es, con mucho, la más antigua. El terreno fue donado por una 
antigua familia romana al emperador Constantino, quien a su vez lo cedió a la Iglesia. Durante siglos, San Juan de 
Letrán fue la iglesia madre. Los papas residieron en sus terrenos hasta el siglo XIV. La iglesia sufrió saqueos, incendios 
y terremotos. Ha sido restaurada y reconstruida cinco veces desde el siglo IV. En esta fiesta, recordamos más que un 
edificio. Celebramos la fortaleza de nuestra fe. Aunque las pruebas puedan presentarse en nuestras parroquias, en 
nuestra vida personal y en el mundo, la Iglesia perdura por la gracia de Jesucristo.

 Reflection for THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA :  Year C

THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA  - NOVEMBER 09, 2025
Father John Muir

Readings:   • Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12   • Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9   • 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17

• John 2:13-22          https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/110925.cfm



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025  |  THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

When I was 22, I entered St. Peter’s Basilica for the first 
time. It floored me. I could hardly take it in, its grandeur, 
majestic arches, vibrant colors, and the light that danced 
through its high windows. Somehow, amidst such 
splendor, I felt an overwhelming sense of belonging, as if I 
had finally come home.

Jesus reorients how we Catholics see sacred buildings. In 
today’s Gospel he says, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up” (John 2:13-22). His riddle implies, 
shockingly, that his own body is now the fundamental 
dwelling place of God and humanity. The temple in 
Jerusalem has been superseded. 

In our churches today — whether they mirror the basilica’s 
grandeur or embrace humble simplicity — we experience 
architectural symbols of Christ’s risen body. It is no 
accident we call them “churches”: they make visible in 
brick-and-mortar Christ’s body which is made up of the 
living stones we call Christians. Each church building, like 
St. John Lateran in Rome, or St. Peter’s, or any other, is 
meant to be a vibrant sign of Christ’s resurrected body. 
We should cherish and protect our churches as places 
where heaven touches earth, where we, as a community, 
are raised to the fullness of life in Christ.

— Father John Muir

©LPi

Worship & Meditation

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the week of 
November 9, 2025
Sunday: 
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/  
1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22   

Monday: 
Wis 1:1-7/Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10/ 
Lk 17:1-6

Tuesday: 
Wis 2:23-3:9/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19/ 
Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday: 
Wis 6:1-11/Ps 82:3-4, 6-7/Lk 17:11-19

Thursday: 
Wis 7:22b-8:1/Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 
175/Lk 17:20-25

Friday: 
Wis 13:1-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18/  
Lk 17:26-37

Saturday: 
Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 
42-43/Lk 18:1-8

Next Sunday: 
Mal 3:19-20a/Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9 (see 9)/  
2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-19

Gospel Meditation  
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2025  |  23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

One hot Arizona summer afternoon my car ran out of 
gas. I phoned the parish office and begged for help. 
My secretary came and helped me fill the gas tank. She 
chided me, “If you can’t manage getting your car from 
A to B, how can we expect you to guide the parish 
where it needs to go?” Point taken, Julie. I vowed to 
always make sure I have plenty of gas in my car.

The Lord Jesus chides us in this week’s Gospel, too. 
He uses the two images of a man building a tower 
and a king marching soldiers into war to make this 
single point: acquire what is needed to follow him or 
look ridiculous. We rightly mock the builder who lacks 
money for his tower and the king with a short-handed 
army. But our mocking boomerangs back on us. How do 
we expect to follow Jesus to the end with insufficient 
detachment from our possessions and divided hearts?

The good news is, there is still time. Jesus is building a 
great tower to heaven–his own body. So we renounce 
all and give ourselves to him as his precious stones. 
Jesus is waging a battle against our enemy. So we 
forsake all and swear allegiance and march under his 
banner. In this way, we will finish what has begun in our 
discipleship. Or better put, our Lord will have the stones 
and soldiers required to see his great work through. 

— Father John Muir

©LPi

Worship & Meditation

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the week of 
September 7, 2025
Sunday: 
Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 
(1)/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

Monday: 
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23

Tuesday: 
Col 2:6-15/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:12-19

Wednesday: 
Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab/ 
Lk 6:20-26

Thursday: 
Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/  
Lk 6:27-38

Friday: 
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11/
Lk 6:39-42

Saturday: 
1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/
Lk 6:43-49

Next Sunday: 
Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 
38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17

Gospel Meditation  
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Our Lady of the Desert



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025  |  THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA©LPi

Sunday:  The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica;

Monday:  St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church 

Tuesday:  St. Martin of Tours, Bishop; Veterans Day

Wednesday:  St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr 

Thursday:  St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 

Saturday:  St. Albert the Great,     
  Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Next Sunday:  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Prayer

Live The Liturgy  
Inspiration of the Week

“You are the temple of God,” Paul tells us. 
But in today’s Gospel we see how easily even 
temple areas become corrupted. Jesus, purge 
the greed and selfishness from our hearts. 
Make them fit dwellings for your Holy Spirit.

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading: 
Along both banks of the river, 
       fruit trees of every kind shall grow;
    their leaves shall not fade, nor their fruit fail. (Ez 47:12)

Psalm: 
The waters of the river gladden the city of God, the holy 
dwelling of the Most High! (Ps 46)

Second Reading: 
Do you not know that you are the temple of God,
    and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? (1 Cor 3:16)

Gospel: 
Jesus answered and said to them,
    “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” (Jn 2:19)
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Devotions, Explained!

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino 
tradition of nine early-morning 
votive Masses offered in 
anticipation of Christmas. 
Celebrations follow Mass, where 
delicacies like baked rice cakes 
and breakfast rolls are enjoyed. 

Prayer of  
Missionary Zeal
Dear Lord,
Give us eyes to see the depth of 
grace You provide to Your Church. 
May that goodness ignite in us fire 
to share the truth of Your mercy 
with every soul we encounter. 
Amen. 

Observances for the week of 
November 9, 2025

Our Lady of the Desert



Why do we do that?  
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
Can Catholics be cremated?

Answer:
As the practice of cremation becomes 
more and more common, it’s important 
to know what the Church asks of families 
who have chosen this for a loved one who 
has died.

As the US Bishops observe on their 
website, “Ideally, if a family chooses 
cremation, the cremation would take 
place some time after the Funeral Mass, 
so that there can be an opportunity for 
the Vigil for the Deceased in the presence 
of the body.” However, if cremation 
takes places before the Funeral Mass, 
the cremated remains can be present at 
the Funeral Mass and the appendix to 
the Order of Christian Funerals provides 
adaptations for the texts and rituals that 
are part of the Funeral Mass and the 
Committal.

The primary concern is that the cremated 
remains should be treated with the same 
respect given to any human remains. 
The Order of Christian Funerals instructs, 
“This includes the use of a worthy vessel 
to contain the ashes, the manner in 
which they are carried, and the care and 
attention to appropriate placement and 
transport, and the final disposition. The 
cremated remains should be buried in a 
grave or entombed in a mausoleum or 
columbarium. The practice of scattering 
cremated remains on the sea, from 
the air, or on the ground, or keeping 
cremated remains on the home of a 
relative or friend of the deceased are not 
the reverent disposition that the Church 
requires” (no. 417).

It is becoming more and more common 
for parishes or diocese-sponsored 
cemeteries to include columbaria to 
house cremated remains in a way that 
respects Church teaching, allowing family 
and friends the opportunity to honor the 
remains of the one they have lost with 
dignity, reverence, and care.

Liturgical Life

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025  |  THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA©LPi

Mini Reflection: It matters why you do something, not just how 
you do it. Are we allowing our worship to transform us, or are we 
only concerned with transforming our worship?

Modern Money-Changers
The “liturgy wars” are something of a hot topic in contemporary 
Catholic circles.

Latin chant or guitar hymns? Communion on the tongue or in the 
hand? Chapel veils or bare heads? Surplice or alb? It’s giving me a 
headache just writing it all out.

I don’t mean to say that none of this matters. The worship of the 
Almighty God, especially in the context of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, is no trifling matter. It is good for people to be concerned 
about whether or not their worship is pleasing to God. I am happy 
that Catholics care enough about these things to have an opinion. 

I’m not going to say where I fall on this spectrum of liturgical 
sensibility (the headache intensifies thinking of the emails I would 
get). And I won’t pretend it’s not something I feel passionate 
about, in my own way.

But too often I find myself sniffing dismissively at the “other 
camp,” the folks who are drawn to a different style or tradition. 
Too often I see them sniffing dismissively back to me. We are, both 
groups, obsessed with the form of a thing — so much so that we 
risk forgetting the function of it.

And when I stop to think about it, I wonder if Jesus shouldn’t 
crack the whip at us all, the modern money-changers of the 
temple, who have allowed worship to become a transaction (I 
offer x sacrifice, I am rewarded with y feeling of fulfillment and 
satisfaction). 

I look at the Gospel today, and I can see the purpose of the 
money-changers. It could be argued that, in a way, they were 
facilitating the laws of Moses, making possible the temple 
sacrifices stipulated by God. 

But it matters why you do something, not just how you do it. 

What good is any act of worship, if at its conclusion we do not 
more closely resemble the One before whom we kneel?

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Our Lady of the Desert



Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration

In preparation for the festivities of our Lady of 

Guadalupe of Dec 12th, the Hispanic community 

is doing different activities of fundraisers after 

each Mass to bring a Mariachi band on that day.  

Monetary donations are accepted if you do not 

wish to purchase any raffle tickets for the items 

displayed in the back of the church.   

All parishioners are invited to come on Dec 12th 

to the Rosary and bilingual mass. 

Please see the bulletin for more information.  

We appreciate your support and generosity."



Registration for the 2025-2026 Religious 
Education session has ended.

Classes are held on Thursdays from 5:30-

7:00pm at the St. Mary’s Parish Center. 

No payments will be accepted 
at class times. Payments can be 
made at the Parish Office during 

business hours, or online at this 
QR code --->

We look forward to a great year 
with our St. Mary’s families!

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Thursdays: 5:30-7:00pm 

Early Childhood  (ages 4-6):  

No sacramental preparation

Elementary Catechism, Year 1  (ages 7+): 

1st Reconciliation (if baptized)

*Unbaptized children complete two years of 
catechism, with Baptism being received in the 
second year, along with Confirmation and 1st Holy 
Communion

 Elementary Catechism, Year 2  (ages 8-12): 

1st Holy Communion, Confirmation, 
Baptism (if unbaptized)

 Catecismo en Español, año 1  (7+ años):

1ª Reconciliación (si está bautizado)

*Los niños no bautizados completan dos años de 
catecismo, recibiendo el bautismo en el segundo 
año, junto con la Confirmación y la Primera 
Comunión.

Catecismo en Español, año 2  (8-12 años):

1ª Santa Comunión, Confirmación, Bautismo 
(si no está bautizado)

Religious Formation and Sacraments

Baptism Information
(children ages 6 and younger)

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BAPTISM OF YOUR CHILD

To have your child baptized in our parish, a parent of 
the child to be baptized must come to the Parish Office to obtain an outline 

describing the required forms.  
After submitting these required forms to the office, the parents and godparents 

will be scheduled to attend a pre-baptism class. Only after all requirements have 
been met can the baptism of your child be scheduled. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please call the Parish Office: (928) 377-3435.

OCIA Class
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults will 

meet weekly on Wednesdays, 
beginning October 15th, at 7pm

 in Room 3 at St. Mary’s Parish Hall




